
  

On behalf of the committee of 
the Ukrainian Golf Club (UGC) 
Sydney, I would like to 
WELCOME all our members 
and their families to another 
exciting year of golf and 
camaraderie. I hope that you 
all had some well-deserved 
R&R during the festive season!  It’s now 2014 and our 
committee, consisting of age and wisdom mixed with 
youth and enthusiasm, has been hard at work ensuring 
that we get the best start to our 2014 golfing calendar 
by securing monthly games at 11 different courses 
throughout Sydney. 

This year brings some exciting new competitions and 
changes whilst maintaining those traditional daily 
competitions that we have all grown to love.  A new 
competition that has been introduced and will be trialled 
towards the end of the year is “Masters vs Apprentices.”  
Further details of this will be provided in our next 
newsletter. 

Major tournaments such as our Club Championships 
and the Sydney vs Melbourne Interstate Challenge 
always attract additional participants who try their luck 
at a claim for the ultimate title, even if this ultimate title 
is down at the local pub and not on the golf course!  I 
would like to strongly encourage all our members to 
support both of these events, in particular the Interstate 
Challenge. Sydney is currently behind in this head-to-
head series 13 to 12 and has only ever lead once (the 
very first year) since its inception back in 1989. 

Our much anticipated new website has now gone live 
and continues to be updated regularly.  If you have not 
yet seen the new website I would encourage you to 
visit. Acknowledgements need to be made to Steve 
Brecko, Peter Cassar and James McEwan for not only 
taking on this initiative with enthusiasm, but for giving 
up their time to ensure the history of our Club will not 
become lost in time. 

On a more serious note, our Club faces challenging 
times with respect to retaining existing members as well 
as encouraging new memberships. We currently have 
27 active financial members with signs of new members 
being nominated and considered. 
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The committee understands the challenges of waking 
up early one Sunday a month (especially in Winter) 
and putting on a blue and yellow shirt to represent our 
Club. However, please keep in mind that every time 
we do this, we are supporting one of the strongest 
Ukrainian community based sporting organisations 
since its commencement in 1982, and therefore 
ensuring the survival of the UGC Sydney. 

On behalf of the committee, I encourage you to talk 
about our Club amongst your family and friends, 
especially children and grandchildren, as well as other 
Ukrainian community groups, and invite them along so 
that they can also get a taste of the Ukrainian social 
golfing experience. 

Your monthly participation and support encourages 
others to join our Club. As a result we warmly welcome 
two new members in 2014; Cameron Beswick 
(nominated by Mark Lesiw) and Julie Whybrow 
(nominated by Steve Prykaza).  Julie becomes the first 
female member of the UGC Sydney for many, many 
years and is already showing she is a force to be 
reckoned with by winning at her home course at 
Penrith in February.  

Our Club once again expresses its sincere gratitude to 
the Sydney Credit Union (SCU). Their ongoing 
financial support is in continuance from our longest 
serving sponsor in Karpaty Credit Union (since 1987), 
who the SCU merged with in 2010. Our partnership 
enables us to subsidise yearly memberships, monthly 
match fees and prizes, as well as provide new playing 
attire for all our members.  Our Club continues to be a 
member of SCU and we encourage our members, their 
families and friends to continue, or consider, becoming 
members of this supportive financial institution.  

The committee and I look forward to seeing you out on 
the course throughout the year. We welcome any 
feedback that promotes our Club or assists in its daily 
operations.  May the golfing gods keep your ball from 
being orphaned and help it on its way home through 
18 holes! 

Good luck 

Michael Brecko 

from the president 
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The History of the Ukrainian Golf Club Sydney 

The coming together in 1982 by various groups of social 
golfers with Ukrainian heritage was the catalyst for the 
formation of an organized club which was to become known 
as the Ukrainian Social Golf Club of Sydney. 

Three people, Bob Lanycia, Bob Stawiski and Michael 
Lanycia were playing social golf, mainly at Woodville Golf 
Course and it soon became apparent that others wanted to 
join in, united by their common heritage. Three quickly 
became six, with Terry Goot, John Dobrownyj and Roman 
Kaban forming the nucleus of the new "club". The fledgling 
group soon grew, through a combination of "invitations" from 
the six or by knowledge of the existence of the club being 
spread to other keen Ukrainian golfers. 

The first championship known as “The Ukrainian Open” was 
held at Rosnay Golf Club in 1982 and fifteen players 
competed for Scratch and Handicap trophies. Igor Balak, 
Slavko Brecko, Steven Cimbaly, John Dobrownyj, Terry 
Goot, Horrie Hamaniuk, Les Hurba, Volodymyr (Laddy) 
Holowinski, Roman Kaban, Bob Lanycia, Michael Lanycia, 
John Lesiw, Michael Nedelko, Oleh Ostrowsky and Jakiw 
Rode.  

After the event participants gathered at the Ukrainian 
Cultural and Social Club in Lidcombe to present Roman 
Kaban and Terry Goot with Scratch and Handicap trophies. 
The success of this day led to the formation of a committee 
to organize the smooth running of the new club. The first 
committee consisted of Oleh Ostrowsky (President), Terry 
Goot (Secretary), John Dobrownyj (Captain), Mick Lanycia 
(Treasurer), Roman Kaban (Asst Treasurer), Ihor Balak 
(Handicapper), Les Hurba and Bob Stawiski (Match 
Committee). 

The Club thrived. New members from all sections of the 
Ukrainian community were attracted by common bonds, 
including the love of golf, a spirit of competition and the 
camaraderie generated by the Club. The simple tenet of the 
club remains the same to this day; to promote friendship 
amongst all Ukrainians solely on a sporting basis. The club is 
not affiliated with any other Ukrainian organisation - the 
common thread holding us together is a love of golf and our 
Ukrainian heritage. 

Membership continued to grow and golf matches were 
organized monthly on a variety of courses in and around 
Sydney. A Matchplay event was introduced in 1983, with 
Harry Lesiw defeating John Dobrownyj to become the 
inaugural champion. In 1984 the Club Championship 
became a two day event at Blackheath Golf Club with 24 
players vying for the trophies available.  

Over the years this '' weekend away '' tournament involving 
members' partners and families has been a highlight of the 
Club's golfing calendar. Championships have been held over 
the years at venues as diverse as Orange, Nelson Bay and 
Mollymook.  

In 1985 a Matchplay championship played over the course 
of the year was introduced. Two new trophies were added 
in 1986, Clubman of the Year won by Bob Lanycia, and 
“Most Consistent Golfer” known as the Pointscore trophy, 
won by Steve Prykaza. A formal “constitution” was drawn 
up, and to further promote the club’s aims it was decided 
by the committee that for major championship events no 
single person could win more than one trophy, a decision 
still supported to this day. The first hole in one was 
achieved by Bob Stawiski at North Ryde. 

1987 saw the constitution being adopted by members, a 
“Most Improved” trophy being added and sponsorship 
being obtained from Karpaty Credit Union and the 
Ukrainian Cultural and Social Club. The success of the 
Club during these formative years was due to the energy of 
its members and the hard work of the Committees. The 
basis for the future growth of the Club was cemented 
during this time and even today the club is guided by the 
principles established during these first five years. 

Ukrainians formed golf clubs in Melbourne, Geelong and 
Perth. The first Interstate Challenge held between the club 
and the Association of Ukrainians in Victoria Golf Club at 
Tumut took place in 1989. This event has been held every 
year since then and confirms that golf is a sport that has 
the ability to make lifelong friends out of your opponents. 

Players from this club have competed at an International 
level in the Australia-American Challenge and the World 
Ukrainian Golf Challenges held in Hawaii, Spain, Australia 
and Florida with competitors from Ukraine, Europe, 
England, U.S.A and Canada. 

In 1993 it was decided to change the name of the Club to 
the Ukrainian Golf Club Sydney. Membership at this time 
had grown to over fifty.  The Pairs Cup event was 
introduced in 1997, won by Roman Kaban and Oleh 
Ostrowsky. 

Our first “Life Member” was inducted in 2001. Myron 
Shymko was awarded this honour for his outstanding 
contributions to the club itself and to the Australian and 
International Ukrainian golfing community. As a perpetual 
tribute to Myron the club established the Myron Shymko 
“Pointscore” Trophy as part of the major awards. The 
Interstate champion was also awarded the Myron Shymko 
Trophy this year. 

A website has been in operation since the early 1990's. For 
a more comprehensive history of the club please visit 
www.ukigolfsydney.com 

Could those three original golfers ever have envisioned 
what they created? This club still maintains the strong 
ideals that gave it birth; growth and a sense of belonging, 
united by our Ukrainian heritage. Indeed the members of 
this club not only hold their own friendships but can count 
on many interstate and international Ukrainian golfers as 
their lifelong friends. What a result! 
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from the handicapper 

new slope handicap 
system 
 
The Ukrainian Golf Club 
Sydney adopted the new 
handicap and slope system, 
introduced on 23 Jan 2014, for 
the second round at Penrith. 
 
For those interested in viewing the new slope system 
please see example on our website. 
 
As the Ukrainian Golf Club does not use Golf Link 
some of the issues you have experienced thus far do 
not apply. Our Handicapper or administrative 
committee endeavour to double check and then post 
the results and handicaps within 48 hours of the game. 
 
Every course is now graded for all tees and the new 
slope system applied. Neutral = 113 
Any course that is regarded as more difficult will have a 
slope value greater than 113, whilst any value less 
than 113 is considered a less difficult course based on 
the tee colour. 
 
 
To calculate a player’s Handicap, the following 
applies: 
 
Daily Handicap = Handicap x Slope Rating 
÷ Neutral Slope Rating (i.e. 113) 
 
• Firstly identify their most recent 20 scores (which are 
clearly displayed on ‘Last 20 Rounds’ tab), 
 
• Then average the Differentials from the best 8 of 
them (Differential is the calculation of the difference 
between the player’s score and the course rating; it is 
the ‘Played To’ value listed in the ‘Last 20 Rounds’ 
tab), 
 
• Finally you multiply this average by 0.93, 
 
The resultant figure is the player’s Handicap 
 
• One extra step is to be added at the end of this 
process to account for Slope. 
 
• New Differential = Old Differential ÷ Slope Rating of 
Tees Played From x 113 (i.e. Neutral Slope Rating) 
 
• EXAMPLE: Gross Score of 95, Course Rating of 71, 
Slope Rating of 131 
– Old Differential (i.e. ‘Played To’) = 24 (i.e. 95 - 71) 
– New Differential (i.e. ‘Played To’) = 20.7 (i.e. 24 ÷ 
131 x 113) 

 
 

What does Slope do? 
Slope adjusts a player’s handicap to the course they 
are playing by using that course’s Slope Rating. 
 
What is the aim of Slope? 
The aim of Slope is to increase the portability of 
handicaps and to create a more level playing field for 
golfers. 
 
How does this make things more equitable? 
We all know that on a difficult course a high-marker’s 
score tends to deteriorate to a greater extent than the 
score of an elite player. Just how much more is what 
the Slope measures. For example, if Course A is 
harder than Course B, a high-marker may play off 28 
on Course A and 24 on Course B. The elite player finds 
it easier to adjust, so they may play off 4 on Course A 
and 3 on Course B. This is more equitable than our 
current system where the difference between the elite 
player’s handicap and the high-marker’s handicap is 
always the same. 
 
What are the features of Slope? 
• Every set of tees on every golf course around the 
country has a Slope Rating which has been determined 
in accordance with the new course rating system. The 
maximum Slope Rating is 155 (most difficult) and the 
minimum is 55 (least difficult). The Neutral Slope 
Rating is 113. Every set of tees will also have a 
Scratch Rating. 
• The Handicap is not intended for use as a playing 
handicap. It is to be used in conjunction with the Slope 
Rating of the set of tees being played to calculate a 
golfer’s playing handicap for the day, and this will be 
called the Daily Handicap. 
• The further the player’sHandicap is from Scratch, the 
greater will be the impact of the Slope Rating on their 
Daily Handicap. 
• The Scratch Rating is the number of strokes a 
Scratch marker (i.e. a player with a handicap of 0) is 
expected to have. The Slope Rating indicates how 
much harder or easier the course will play for a player 
who is not a Scratch Marker. 
 
• If that sounds difficult to work out, don’t worry 
because the Handicapper will calculate it for you. The 
Handicapper will also provide Daily HandicapLook-up 
Charts. 
 
Handicaps are meant to be cut! Happy Golfing. 
 
Steve Brecko 
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The Kon Medway Shield 

In April 2012, our 
beloved President and 
long standing member 
Kon Medway sadly 
passed away. Kon was 
a member of the UGC 
for over 25 years, 
serving 24 of those 
years in various roles 
on the committee 
including Treasurer, 
Captain and President.  
He is one of the very 
few members that have 
served on the UGC 
Sydney committee for 
over 20 years. 

Kon supported the club in every way possible. This 
included organising committee meetings at his home 
whilst providing a seafood BBQ lunch at his own 
expense. 

Due to Kon’s generosity and support, the 2012 committee 
felt it would be fitting to honour his contribution to the 
UGC Sydney by establishing a new competition called 
the “Kon Medway Shield,” introduced in 2013. 

The winner of the Kon Medway Shield would be 
determined by taking the sum of each individual’s seven 
best scores achieved throughout the calendar year.  The 
individual with the highest score would be declared the 
Kon Medway Shield winner.  It was only fitting then that 
the new president take out the honour of the inaugural 
trophy in 2013! 

 

For 2014, the committee has revised the format of how 
this trophy will be awarded as it was acknowledged 
that the Kon Medway Shield was too similar to the 
Myron Shymko “Point Score” trophy.   

The format of the Kon Medway Shield for 2014 and 
hereafter will be awarded to a financial UGC Sydney 
member as follows; the sum of four individual 
stableford rounds where the four rounds nominated are 
rounds four (4), six (6), eight (8) and ten (10).  Or put 
simply, games in April, June, August and October.  The 
individual with the highest sum score over these four 
rounds will be declared the winner of the Kon Medway 
Shield.   

The committee will remind you of the dates of this 
competition leading up to each round and on the day 
so you will be well aware of its added significance.  

Lastly and more importantly, we will ensure that one of 
these rounds will be played at Muirfield Golf Club each 
year, as this was Kon’s home course.  In 2014, April is 
nominated as the first round of the Kon Medway 
Shield. May this be a timely reminder for everyone 
associated with our Club to remember Kon and all his 
works following his passing two years ago.   

 

May he continue to Rest in Peace. 

 

ukigolfsydney.com  

Did you know that there is a small but exclusive group of 
members that have experienced the elusive hole in one 
whilst playing for the club. The Ace is something that most 
golfers only dream of. The members of the UGC Sydney 
Ace Club are; 
 
B.Stawiski 26/Oct/1986 18th Hole North Ryde 
C.Kaban 23/July/1989 1st Hole  Liverpool 
A. Kuzmicz 24/July/1994 7th Hole  Penrith 
A.Hawrysiuk 31/Oct/1999 3rd Hole  Carnarvon 
A.Lulka  21/July/2002 14th Hole Cabramatta 
G.Hayduk 23/May/2004 5th Hole  Cabramatta 
G.Hayduk 09/Jul/2006 21st Hole Camden Valley 
 

from the vault recent results 

Dunheved Golf Course: 
Winner A-Grade – Phil Wallace 
Winner B-Grade – Steve Prykaza 
Teams – P Wallace / J Whybrow 
 
Penrith Golf Course: 
Winner A-Grade – Phil Wallace 
Winner B-Grade – Julie Whybrow 
Teams – G Bulyk / M Lesiw 
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New Website 

Additional information has been added to our new 
website. Honour Roll, Committee Roll and Latest Game 
Results to name a few. Many thanks to James McEwan 
and Steve Brecko for all their hard work in setting up our 
website. Player profiles will be launched with the match 
results following the Richmond game Please check out 
our new and improved website  www.ukigolfsydney.com 

The Club would also like to thank the following members 
for their assistance in preparing this newsletter. 
Contributions by Michael Brecko, Steve Brecko and 
Peter Cassar. Compiled by Peter Cassar. Edited and 
formatted by Tom Cassar. 

Daylight Savings 

Daylight savings ENDS the night before we play at 
Muirfield. So although it is an early start, please ensure 
you are not there an hour earlier than you need to be 
 

Fox Hills Midway BBQ 

As was the case last year, the Club will be paying for 
your midway BBQ at Fox Hills! 

 

Club Champs 

Our next newsletter will be issued at Fox Hills in June. 
Details of packages for our Club Championships at 
Worrigee Links on November 29/30 will be explained 
here, along with the final result of Matchplay 2014. 

 

Sponsor 

The Ukrainian Golf Club acknowledges and thanks the 
Sydney Credit Union for their ongoing financial support. 
This is in continuance from our initial and longest 
serving sponsor in Karpaty Credit Union (1987). The 
SCU and Karpaty Credit Union merged in January 2010 

 

upcoming fixtures 
Muirfield Golf Club – April 6 – 6.00am 
Lynwood Golf Club – May 18 – 7.05am 
Fox Hills Golf Club – June 22 – 6.35am ukigolfsydney.com  
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club news 

Pos Player Total        
1 P.Wallace 60        
2 M.Lesiw 46        
3 G.Bulyk 36        
4 J.Whybrow 31        
5 S.Prykaza 31        
6 M.Brecko 27        
7 B.Lanycia 22        
8 S.Iwanec 21        
9 T.Farmer 21        

10 T.Mulukin 21    

pointscore update 

The complete table is available on the website. 

shot of the day 

Well done to Graham 
Irwin for his cracking 
shot on the 8th hole at 
Dunheved. 63cm from 
the pin! 

G.Bulyk  

sharpshooters update 

T.Farmer, C.Kaban, G.Irwin, A.Lulka, 
J.Whybrow,G.Hayduk 
 




